
 

President’s Report by Charlie Vaughn 

April, 2014 

We have just returned from “A Trip to Perry.” The FMCA’s latest rally in Perry was like 

old times. Plenty of seminars with good information, Lots of good entertainment, and two 

inches of rain on the Sunday arrival. Yep, just like the “good ole days.” 

FMCA is reporting positive cash flow and membership increases for Jan. and Feb. this 

year. There were 2560 Family coaches, plus support, volunteers, and show coaches for a 

grand total of 3022 coaches. Twenty two percent of attendees were first timers. The RV 

industry is growing again. 

We have added a new program to the 5th Annual Reunion in Hilton Head Island, SC. 

(see announcement and schedule in this newsletter) 

The family photo album night will feature each member’s photos of themselves, Family, 

Friends, Pets, Hobbies, Etc. or anything else of importance to them. Yes, this is grandparents’ 

night to shine! 

Susan Crocker has volunteered to assemble the digital images that each member must 

furnish to her by e-mail no later than Oct. 1st, 2014 

The key to success is: EACH MEMBER MUST FURNISH DITIGAL IMAGES TO SUSAN BY E-MAIL. 

The e-mail must have the name of the Blue Bird Chapter member, an image of the Blue Bird 

Chapter Member, and the digital images you would like to share. Please limit your images to 

ten. Please enter “Family Photo Album” in the description line of your e-mail to Susan 

Crocker:  swcrocker@hotmail.com. 

The success of this evening of fun and fellowship depends on each and every 

member to participate.  

 

Travel Safely. I hope to see many of you at a rally this summer. 

Charlie 
 

 

 



 
Rally at FMCA by Martha Rowe Vaughn 

 

Horror stories about the mud situation at former FMCA rallies at Perry, Georgia are 

not exaggerated. Charlie and I arrived in the midst of a downpour and were directed down a 

muddy field to the “Will Call” area, despite Charlie’s protests. Yes, we got stuck. Thankfully, 

due to Charlie’s expertise in driving, he got us out. Next they tried to park us in a spot where 

the water was standing ankle deep at the electrical plug-in. Charlie refused. After some 

negotiating, we got a drier spot in the median in front of the clock tower, facing down hill 

slightly in the direction we would leave. It was a busy place, but we did not sink up to the 

hubs either. 

There were 2,800 coaches present at the rally. I attended the craft seminar on making 

fabric ornaments, then two seminars on using mobile devices to track genealogy research 

that was very enlightening. Charlie went to the technical programs. He also signed up to get 

the Blue Ox serviced. There are so many seminars that it is hard to make a choice. 

The trade show was very helpful. I collected brochures of possible rally sites that were 

well represented. We visited with personnel we knew from the various coach repair 

businesses and explored the new products available. 

In the midst of the trade show, we saw several Blue Birders. It was an informal mini 

rally. We saw the Micklers, Enfingers, Currys, Kirbys, Friedenriches, Costins and the Taylors. 

We visited for a while and caught up on the latest news from everybody. It was great to see 

them all. 

Jeannie Robertson entertained us one night. She is a former Miss North Carolina and 

now a comedienne and speaker. We were thoroughly entertained by her hilarious tales of 

life. At six foot, two since the age of thirteen, she has had some really funny experiences. 

Her husband whom she calls “Left Brain” provides material for many of her tales. Jeannie 

can be heard on Sirius radio.  

On Thursday afternoon, Charlie and I decided to leave before the mass exodus the 

next morning. Visualizing 2,800 coaches on I-75 at nearly the same time prompted us to exit 

early. In all, it was a good time despite the rain in the early days of the rally. 

 
 

 

 

 



 
Preview of Hilton Head 

 

We are in for a wonderful experience this fall at the Blue Bird Family of Friends Reunion Rally starting October 28th to 

November 2nd. Charlie and I went to check out the Hilton Head Island Resort and the area last week. 

 

We were greeted at the resort by gracious hosts who provided us with a package of information about the area and 

escorted us to our site. The resort is charming with a canopy of old live oaks complete with Spanish moss and lovely 

landscaping. The hard surface lots are roomy with vegetation between the neighbors providing privacy. Tennis courts 

and shuffleboard courts next to a clubhouse and swimming pool promise loads of activities. The clubhouse has a 

library of books and dvds in a pleasant lounging area. The laundry is spacious and inviting. You can watch a movie 

while you do your laundry. Upstairs is the large meeting room complete with a fully stocked kitchen. 

 

In our packet of information was a book listing 101 things to do on the island and near the island. For the bicycle 

enthusiast there are 50 miles of protected trails that go all over the island. Water sports abound as do charter fishing, 

dinner cruises, educational and nature cruises, and parasailing. History buffs will enjoy the Coastal Discovery 

Museum, Daufuskie Island and the Gullah culture, the historic forts, and Freedman’s Village. There are golf courses 

everywhere. For the adventurous, horseback riding, water skiing, and two zip lines are close by. Shoppers! There are 

TWO Tanger Outlets plus many charming local shops. 

 

Some years ago, Charlie and I went to the Mighty Eighth Air Force Museum off I-95 at exit 102 near Savannah. Men 

who were actually in the Mighty Eighth lead visitors through the museum and provide their own experiences that 

help the visitor to relive those times with them. It was a profound and moving experience and one I would 

recommend to anyone. 

 

One night during the rally, we will be served a Low Country Boil for dinner. If you have not had this tasty meal, you 

are in for a delicious surprise. 

 

Hilton Head Island is beautiful and charming making it a delightful place to visit. The schedule for the fall rally leaves 

lots of time for sightseeing and exploring. Everyone come to the fall rally! It promises to be a wonderful time for all. 

 

       

 

 

 

 



 
We congratulate Brad and Mimi Borr of Holland Motor homes on the arrival 

of their first grandchild!  Aubrey Elizabeth Borr was born on February 17.  

She weighed 8 pounds.  Her parents are Ryan and Tessa Borr.  To quote Brad: 

“This grandparent thing is pretty neat!” 

 

Please remember the following in your thoughts and prayers: 

We extend a belated message of sympathy to Dave and Debra Hebert in the 

loss of Debra's mother and father this past winter in Massachusetts.    Dave 

and Debra purchased their Blue Bird in 2009. 

 

We extend deepest sympathy to the family of Eric Myers, a lifelong resident of 

Tampa, Florida.  Eric passed away on February 6.  He is survived by his wife, 

Rita, daughter, Ann Ortano and three grandchildren.  Eric was a businessman 

of many venues and a 1955 graduate of Castle Heights Military Academy.  Eric 

and Rita have had a Blue Bird for many years. 

 

We were also sad to learn of the death of Paul Ward of Savannah, Georgia, on 

March 12.  Paul is survived by his wife of 53 years, artist Ann Ferrell Ward, 

and two daughters, Suzana and Melanie.  Paul earned his Doctorate in 

Education Administration from the University of Georgia, and spent a long 

and successful career in school systems including serving 15 years as a County 

School Superintendent.  Paul and Ann enjoyed many years of traveling in their 

Blue Bird. 

 

Vincent Paul Ryan, Sr. passed away on March 10 in Bloomingburg, New York 

after a long illness.  He was 70.  He is survived by his wife, Helen, and his 

mother, Lettie Kaczner and four children.  Funeral  Services were held on 

March 15 in Middletown, New York. 

 

 

Many of you that have had a Blue Bird for a long time will remember Joe 

Reagin.  Joe passed away at the age of 84 on February 10.  Joe was employed 

by Blue Bird for 30 years and retired as Customer Service Manager at Blue 

Bird Wanderlodge.  Joe is survived by his wife, Zadie, and six children. 

My sincere best wishes to each of you for a wonderful Spring and a 

blessed Easter.  Travel safely.  Warmest regards, Brenda 



 

 

 
 

The Blue Bird Chapter of FMCA Officers are pleased to announce: 

The 5th Annual Family of Friends Reunion 
Oct. 28th – Nov. 2nd 2014 

Hilton Head Island, South Carolina 
The rally will be held at Hilton Head Island Motor coach Resort. 

http://www.hhimotorcoachresort.com. 
133 Arrow Rd. Hilton Head Island, South Carolina 29928. 

The cost of the Rally is $ 175.00 payable to: 
Treasurer, Blue Bird Chapter of FMCA 

3590 Round Bottom Road 
Cincinnati, Ohio 45244 

The cost of the campground is $ 52.73 nightly for a Woodside Lot 
Tax is included. Group Parking as much as possible. Buddy 
parking arranged by resort with advanced notice. Payable to: 

Hilton Head Island Motorcoach Resort. 800-772-2365 
Attendees must make their own reservations. 

 

 

 

 



 
Schedule of Events 

5th Annual Family of Friends Reunion 
Hilton Head Island, SC 

All meeting and meals at HHI Motor Coach Resort Club House, second 
floor. Exterior stairs at either end of building. 
(Handicap accessible by lift) 

 Tuesday Oct.28th 

3-5 pm Registration 
6-7 pm Soup & Salad 

Introductions afterwards 
 

 Wednesday Oct.29th 

Free Day to explore Area 
7 pm Family of Friends photo Album (New Event) 

Snacks provided, BYOB 
 

 Thursday Oct. 30th
 

8-9 am Full Breakfast 
10-11:30 Business Chapter meeting 

Afternoon free 
6 pm - Pizza and Bingo, BYOB 

 
 Friday Oct. 31st 

Free day to explore 
6 pm Dinner, Low Country Boil 

 
 Saturday, Nov 1st 

Free day to explore 
6 pm Dinner, followed by Chuck Hancock 

and Terry Beene—Country/Western/ Gospel 
 

 Sunday, Nov 2nd 

Departure. Travel safely 

 

 

 

 



 

Lower Alabama Rally 

 If you are interested in participating in the Foley/Fairhope, 

Alabama Rally April 21-26, please contact Susan Crocker at 386-365-

7642 or at swcrocker@hotmail.com and you will be given all of the 

details.  A couple of people have had to cancel, so we have room for 

some more.  Hope you can attend.  

Susan Crocker 

 

Hilton Head Island Motor coach Resort 

133 Arrow Road, Hilton Head Island, SC 29928 

Office phone: 843-785-7699 

http://www.hhimotorcoachresort.com 

Club house parking is available for an additional $3.75 plus 11% on the $3.75 additional fee. I 

recommend these sites for handicap persons if they want to pay the extra. 

There is a one person lift near the stairs at the club house. First floor provides laundry, sitting room, 

library, bath with showers. Smaller bathroom on second floor 

No golf carts are allowed, however, handicap scooters are permitted. 

Must call early for any preferred parking, such as handicap or buddy parking. Please refer to HHI website for 

wood side parking areas in green and clubhouse parking in yellow. Lake lots will not be used. Cable TV and 

Wi-Fi available at each site. 50 amp, water and sewer hook-ups at each site. The area is too wooded for 

satellite reception.  

Larry’s Mobile Wash will be permitted to service the rally. There is an available repairman for 

emergency RV repairs. 

All towed vehicles must be unhooked prior to being escorted to the site. Attendees should arrive 

prior to 5 pm. After 5 pm, arrivals will stay in the holding area overnight unless previous arrangements are 

made with the resort. Resort requires escort for parking due to complicated road system. 

The resort will provide an information packet about the resort and the area to each coach on arrival. 

Tennis and shuffleboard courts are available on a first come basis at the resort. Bicycles are encouraged 

island wide--50 miles of protected trails. The swimming pool and hot tub are open until November first. Golf 

courses are everywhere! 

 

 

 

mailto:swcrocker@hotmail.com
http://www.hhimotorcoachresort.com/


 

By Rozanne DeShazer 

These cookies use only four ingredients, and mix up in less than 5 min. Seriously awesome. 
Even better is the fact that they use no oil or butter. I know, you might be a little skeptical, too. 
But these are simply the lightest, softest, yummiest cookies ever. Hope you enjoy them!   
Rozanne DeShazer 
 

          Low Fat Crinkle Cookies 
 Ingredients:  
1 box lemon cake mix (any kind)  
1 egg, lightly beaten 
 2 cups Cool Whip, thawed (8 ounce container) 
 ½ to 1 cup powdered sugar 
Instructions Preheat oven to 350. In a large bowl, combine cake mix, egg, and Cool Whip. The 
batter will be sticky! Form dough into tablespoonfuls and roll in powdered sugar. Bake for 8 to 
10 minutes, until the edges are golden. Allow to cool 1 minute on baking sheet; then remove.  

 
Easy Chicken and Dumplings:   
Ingredients 
1 1/2   cups milk  
1  cup frozen green peas and carrots  
1  cup cut-up cooked chicken  
1  can (10 3/4 ounces) condensed creamy chicken mushroom soup  
1  cup Original Bisquick® mix  
1/3  cup milk  

Paprika, if desired  

Directions 
 1 Heat 1 1/2 cups milk, the peas and carrots, chicken and soup to boiling in 3-quart saucepan, stirring 

frequently.  

 2 Stir Bisquick mix and 1/3 cup milk until soft dough forms. Drop dough by 8 spoonfuls onto chicken mixture 

(do not drop directly into liquid). Sprinkle with paprika.  

 3 Cook uncovered over low heat 10 minutes. Cover and cook 10 minutes longer.  

Serve this home-style dish with a bagged ready-to-eat salad from the produce section.  (Can substitute 
Turkey for chicken). 
You can use 1 cup of your favorite frozen vegetable combination instead of the peas and carrots. 
For tender dumplings, don’t overmix the dough. Mix just until moistened. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Please join us in beautiful Durango, Colorado, the first week in June 2014!   
The schedule will include: 

 Sunday, June 1. Registration, ditty bags, happy hour, welcome dinner at campground. 
 

 Monday, June 2.  History and Heritage.  All Aboard!   
Travel back in time on the historic Durango & Silverton Narrow Gauge.  Depart Durango Station at 
8:00 a.m., arrive in Silverton at ll:30 a.m.  Shop in historic Silverton.  Depart Silverton at 1:45 p.m. and 
arrive in Durango at 5:15 p.m.  Round trip is included in the rally fee.  (If you prefer to ride the train 
only one way and take the bus back, there is an extra fee of $17.00 per person.) 
 

 Tuesday, June 3.  Historic Downtown.   Free day to visit Historic Downtown Durango.  
Downtown is a National registered historic district boasting historic hotels, award winning 
restaurants, fabulous art galleries and museums and eclectic shopping.  While there, visit the 
original Rocky Mountain Chocolate Factory store.  You can also tour the historic Strater Hotel 
and stop by the Diamond Belle Saloon, one of the most famous original ragtime piano bars in 
the Wild West.  You can tour the Honeyville Farm, and experience wine tasting at Fox Fire 
Farm, the Southwest’s premier certified organic farm.  There are four exceptional breweries in 
Durango just waiting for your visit.  Louis L’Amour wrote the Sackett Series while staying at the 
Strater Hotel.  Jack Dempsey “The Manassa Mauler” fought Andy Malloy on Oct. 7, 1915 in the 
Jarvis Suites Hotel, Dempsey was born in Manassa, Co. and went on to become the boxing 
heavy weight champion from 1919 to 1926.  The Iron Horse Bicycle Classic began in Durango 
in 1972.  It is the longest continuously run cycling event in the United States. 

 

 Wednesday, June 3.  Native American Country 
Car pool to Mesa Verde National Park.  (drive time approximately 40 minutes).  Mesa Verde offers a 
spectacular look into the lives of the Ancestral Pueblo people who made it their home for over 700 
years.  Visit the Anasazi Heritage Center, a museum of the Puebloan culture and other Native 
cultures in the Four Corners region.  You can take a drive to the Four Corners, the only place in the 
United States where you can stand in four states at once. 
 

 Thursday, June 4.  Outdoor Adventure. 
Visit Purgatory at Durango Mountain Resort.  Enjoy the Alpine Slide, mini golf, scenic chairlift ride, 
miles of trails for hikers and bikers, amazing views, zip line, climbing wall, rope course and bungee 
trampoline.  An alternate day trip: visit the Sky Ute Cultural Center in Ignacio and the Sky Ute Casino. 
 
6:15 p.m.  Steak dinner and show at the Bar D Chuckwagon Dinner Show.  (You will have your 
choice of Roast Beef and Chicken or Rib Eye Steak) 
 

 Friday, June 5.  Farewell breakfast at Campground 
 

We can’t wait to welcome you to our beautiful Rocky Mountains!   
Jon and Neat Scott and Dennie and Karen James 

 
 Make your own reservations at the Alpen-Rose Campground, 27847 Highway 550 North, Durango, 
Co. 81301. Phone: 970-247-5540 or email: camp@alpenroservpark.com. (Check out the 
campground on the web: www.alpenroservpark.com) The rally is listed under Wild Bunch/Blue 
Bird. Rally fee will be $320.00 per coach with two people. Please send your rally fee to  
Dennis James, 677 S. Carr Ave, Lafayette, Co. 80026. Call for more information: 303-859-3822  



 

 
Apple Cider Vinegar will remove moles, warts and skin tags. 
 
Listening to music changes your brain’s perception of time and literally reduces the amount of 
time you think you are waiting. 
 
To kill ants, fill a spray bottle with a solution of water and 25% salt.  Spray … boom … gone! 
 
Nine Foods that cure an upset stomach:  Bananas, Ginger, Plain Yogurt, Papaya, Apple sauce, 
Oatmeal, Chamomile Tea, White Rice, and Chicken Broth. 
 
Running your bacon under cold water before cooking will reduce shrinkage by 50% 
 
At Shell Gas stations, press the button on the side of the air pump three times, the pump will start 
without having to insert coins. 
 
Putting a small amount of 7-up in a flower vase will make fresh flowers last longer. 
 
Don’t have “Microsoft Word” on your computer?  Get the free application called “open office” 
 
Holding a banana peel over a bruise for 10 to 30 minutes will lessen the color and sometimes 
remove it completely. 
 
When approaching a door, look for the hinges.  If you see the hinges, Pull, if you don’t see them, 
Push.  It could save an embarrassing moment. 
 
If you are in an area where you should have cell phone service, but can’t get it.  Put your phone on 
airplane mode, then switch back.  This will cause your phone to locate all of the cell towers in your 
vicinity. 
 
Baking soda catalyzes super glue.  Simply sprinkle a small amount and the glue sets instantly. 
 
Eat more marshmallows.  They are supposed to relieve sore throats, toothaches, asthma, and 
arthritis. 
 
Smelling rubbing alcohol can relieve nausea. 
 
Falling air pressure causes pain in bird’s ears.  If the birds are flying low, a storm is approaching. 
 
Make Small Talk.  Engaging in casual conversation with others may help keep you as sharp as 
doing a word puzzle.  Studies show that just 10 minutes of daily chatter helps improve mental 
function and preserve memory.  (A great reason to attend a rally!) 
 
 
 
 



 

Written by a third grader, on what his grandparents do.    
After Christmas, a teacher asked her young pupils how they spent their holiday  
away from school. One child wrote the following: 
  
We always used to spend the holidays with Grandma and Grandpa.  
They used to live in a big brick house, but Grandpa got  
retarded and they moved to Florida.  Now they live in a tin  
box that has wheels, but it is strapped to the ground. They  
ride around on their bicycles, and wear name tags, because  
they don't know who they are anymore. 
 
They go to a building called a wreck center, but they must have got it  
fixed because it is all okay now, they do exercises there,  
but they don't do them very well.   There is a swimming pool  
too, but they all just jump up and down in it with hats on. 
 
At their gate, there is a doll house with a little old man  
sitting in it. He watches all day so nobody can escape.  
  
Sometimes they sneak out, and go cruising in their golf  
carts. Nobody there cooks, they just eat out. And they eat  
the same thing every night - early birds. Some of the people  
can't get out past the man in the doll house. The ones who  
do get out, bring food back to the wrecked center for pot luck. 
 
My Grandma says that Grandpa worked all his life  
to earn his retardment and says I should work hard so I  
can be retarded someday too. When I earn my retardment, I  
want to be the man in the doll house. Then I will let people  
out, so they can visit their grandchildren. 
   
Forward to all your "retarded grandparent" friends.   Or just your "retarded" friends. 


